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CELTA – Pre-interview task

Your name:

The aim of this task is to give us some idea of your suitability for undertaking the course, and to give you a taste of some of the topics and approaches you will encounter during the course. You may be asked to expand on some of your answers during your interview. If you are going to have a telephone interview, you might like to keep a copy of your completed task to refer to. The task is not a test, and will form no part of your assessment on the course, if you are accepted. 

Feel free to refer to a grammar book, dictionary, etc., but try to answer the questions on your own first. 

Please note here the titles of any reference books you use:



1. In the sentence “Unfortunately, they’d closed the main door before we showed up”, find an example of:

a noun ....................................................

an adjective ........................................................

an adverb ................................................
a phrasal verb ......................................................

an auxiliary verb ....................................

a conjunction ......................................................

an article ................................................

a pronoun ............................................................

a past participle ......................................

2. In the following sentences:

(a) correct the mistake

(b) explain briefly why the original version is wrong

a. I read sometimes English newspapers.

....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

b I can’t meet you tonight, because I’ll go to the theatre.

................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

c “Did you meet your friends?” “Yes, I met.”

....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

d What means this word?

....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

e I’d like some informations about trains to London, please.

....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

3. In the following pairs of sentences, what is the difference in meaning between (a) and (b)? How could you make this difference clear to learner of English?

(a) They’ve gone to the shop.

(b) They’ve been to the shop.

...................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

(a) You should never lend money.

(b) You should never borrow money. 

....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

(a) You’re wrong.

(b) I don’t quite agree with you. 

................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................…

(a) This pipe is used to supply hot water.

(b) This pipe used to supply hot water.

..................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

 The following pairs of items seem very similar – what differences are there in their meaning or use? (Example: tune/melody: ‘Tune’ is a more common, everyday word. You can say ‘in tune’ and ‘out of tune’ but you can’t use ‘melody’ in these expressions. You can use ‘tune’ as a verb, but not ‘melody’ (tune an instrument, tune in, etc.).).

slim / thin

......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

wide / broad 

......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

return / go back 

......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

sidewalk / pavement

......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

travel / journey 

......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

4. These vocabulary items are members of the lexical set ‘travel’: ticket, timetable, arrival, departure, flight number, hand baggage, return / round trip, reservation, booking office, second class, seat, couchette, sleeper, change trains, delay.

List a similar number of members of the lexical set ‘kitchen’.

...................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

5. People typically reach destination, reach agreement, reach conclusions ....... What do people typically raise? What do people typically take up?

...................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

6. For each of these words, (a) count the syllables and (b) mark the stressed syllable.

e.g. preferred – 2 syllables – preferred

preference
......................................................
economy
................................................................

economics
......................................................
apologise
................................................................

waited
.........................................................
record

................................................................

syllable
....................................................….

7. Listen to the first vowel sound in the words ‘ago’, ‘again’ and ‘America’. (The last sound in ‘America’ is the same, too). How many times does this sound occur in the sentence ‘Can you come over here for a moment?’?

..........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

8. Informal texts such as cartoons often make use of spellings like these:

gonna (going to)

wotcha (what do you / what are you)

‘n’ (and)

How did these spellings arise? And what is their significance for learners of English?

..........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

9. Provide a functional label for each part of this conversation; the first two have been done for you.

A:
Sorry I’m so late. 




Apologising


I had a lot to do at work.



Explaining / making an excuse

B:
That’s all right.





..............................................................


Coffee?






..............................................................

A:
Yes, please. 





..............................................................

B:
Here. 






..............................................................

A:
Thanks.






..............................................................

B:
Do you fancy going to that new


shopping centre tomorrow?



..............................................................

A:
Mm, yes, I wouldn’t mind.



..............................................................

List at least 3 other ways of apologising for being late. What are some of the differences between them?

....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

10. Based on your experience of learning languages or other subjects:

(a) What makes a good lesson?

(b) What makes a good teacher?

(c) What makes a good learner?

Please write in complete sentences, rather than note form. Suggested length: 200 - 400 words.
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